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harvest 2018

The season leading up to vintage 2018 saw with the vines in a perfectly 
balanced and healthy state to ripen fruit. There was also little to no disease 
pressure due to the great conditions which, all in all added up to Clare 
Valley perfection at its best. Slightly cooler conditions in August delayed 
budburst but only marginally. The weather conditions at f lowering were 
relatively favourable from a temperature perspective with no frost events 
or overly hot days during f lowering whilst the average daily wind speed 
was relatively low which assisted with fruit set. Whilst growing season 
rainfall was the 2nd driest on record, what did fall was a little and often 
which kept the soil moisture levels at optimum. The estate dams were 
full to start with and this was enough stored water to see us through the 
season and particularly came in handy when there was a brief spike in 
hot weather just prior to veraison. There were numerous frost events in 
late September, October and early November and the measures employed 
to prevent damage – such as sprinklers and helicopter hovering - were 
overwhelmingly successful.

From a varietal perspective, the first grapes to be picked were Pinot Noir 
for our sparkling base on the 5th of February, and then Pinot Gris on 
the 12th of February. The vast majority of Riesling and Chardonnay was 
harvested by the end of February with the Viognier picked from mid to 
late March.  Harvesting of the red varieties began with our Tempranillo 
on the 1st of March, and this was followed by Merlot around mid-March to 
early April and then Shiraz from early March to early April and Cabernet 
Sauvignon from mid-March to mid-April. The Carmenere was again the 
last block to be harvested on the estate for vintage 2018 on the 17th April.

vintage 2018

With the growing season characterised as warm and dry for vintage 2018, 
this was comparable to 2008 and warmer than 2006, 2011, 2014, 2017. 
The only year in recent times warmer than 2018 was 2016. One of the 
great things about this vintage, though, was that we avoided any major 
heatwaves during vintage which can be very damaging and so to that end, 
vintage was relatively calm and controlled. Across all fruit received into 
our cellars, 70% was made up of red varieties and 30% white varieties 
with 17 different varieties processed in total.

This vintage our winemaking team were excited to be trialling a new oak 
format in the form of French oak puncheons (500 litres). The intention 
is that these will create blending parcels that ultimately will be used to 
add texture, substance and flavour diversity to the palate of our Pinot Gris, 
Chardonnay and even Sauvignon Blanc wines. The work is very exciting and 
the team are keen to explore these kinds of options further into the future.

Overall, our winemaking team are very excited about the quality of the 
wines from this vintage! In terms of the white varieties, the generally 
cool season leading up to harvest has brought about lower baumes which 
translates into lower alcohol levels and at the same time, there were lower 
yields (fruit crop levels) which has delivered these highly aromatic wines 
with very pure and distinct varietal characters. It’s one of those terrific 
‘win-win’ situations. When it comes to the reds, the general consensus is 
that it’s looking like one of the best red vintages in quite a while in terms 
of both Cabernet Sauvignon and Shiraz in particular, with fantastic colour, 
flavour development and tannin structures – all bodes well for wines to look 
out for when they are eventually released.

Mitchell Taylor

   May-17 Jun-17 Jul-17 Aug-17 Sep-17 Oct-17 Nov-17 Dec-17 Jan-18 Feb-18 Mar-18 Apr-18

Monthly Rainfall (mm) 12.2 10.8 58.0 74.4 35.2 16.4 24.4 33.2 8.8 6.4 5.4 17.8

Y TD Rainfall (mm)  12.2 23.0 81.0 155.4 190.6 207.0 231.4 264.6 273.4 279.8 285.2 303.0

Av. Daily Max (°C)  17.8 15.1 14.5 13.4 17.5 22.9 26.1 27.3 32.2 30.6 27.0 26.1

Max Temp (°C)  22.8 18.8 22.6 21.9 29.1 32.4 36.5 38.8 42.9 39.6 35.0 35.8

Lowest Maximum (°C) 12.1 11.4 10.6 8.5 10.9 15.0 15.0 17.3 20.0 20.8 17.8 16.6

Days over 35°C  0 0 0 0 0 0 2 4 11 7 1 3

Av Daily Min (°C)  6.1 2.0 4.8 4.4 6.7 7.3 12.0 12.0 15.0 14.9 11.3 11.2

Min Temp (°C)  -0.7 -2.2 -1.0 -1.7 0.0 1.3 3.1 5.9 6.3 5.4 5.9 5.6

Highest Minimum (°C) 13.1 8.3 9.3 14.0 11.6 15.5 18.6 21.9 26.0 23.3 18.3 18.8

Days below 0°C  1 6 2 5 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

weather data for season 2017 / 2018


